Chain Link is sponsored by

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

2

Chain Link gets 2018 makeover with new
features in upcoming issues:










Bike reviews
Off Road
Tour Guides
Bike Routes
Maintenance
Safe Biking Tips
Gear
Chain Letters – your chance to write in
and maybe win the Star Letter prize

In this issue
REGULARS

REVIEWS & REPORTS

4

Chairman’s Chatter

17

5
7
9

Editor’s Elucidation
Super Sundays
Chain Letters

27
29
32

14

News at BAM

35

20

New Associates

37

Coalpit Heath Christmas Quiz

21

Test Pass Presentations

39

BAM Super Sunday – Dec 2017

24
26

BAM Events Diary
Race Calendar

45

BAM CHRISTMAS PARTY
BAM Breakfasts 2017/18 Write Ups

41

Kessi’s Kapers

46

51

Caption the Moment

47
48
49

GWAAC Ride Out and Fund Raising
Event 2018
BAM Committee Nomination Form
Chief Observers Report
Radio Comms For Riding Tuition
Wrapping Up 2017 - Coalpit Heath
Nov 2017 – Custom Ear Plugs

November 2017 – AV8 Café, Cotswold
Airport, Cirencester
December – The Farmers Table,
Tortworth
January 2018 – Red Lion “Sizzling
Pub” near Bath
February – The Tollgate, Dyrham (A46
Bath Road)
Registered Charity No. 1118230

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

3

Chairman’s
Chatter
MAGAZINE OF
BRISTOL
ADVANCED
MOTORCYCLISTS
Feb - Mar Edition
Issue 58
BAM IS AFFILIATED TO
THE INSTITUTE OF
ADVANCED MOTORISTS
(GROUP No. 1258)
ARTICLES MAY ALSO BE PUBLISHED ON
THE GROUPS WEBSITE AND IN OTHER
IAM GROUP NEWSLETTERS. THE
OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS
NEWSLETTER ARE THOSE OF THE
INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS AND DO
NOT NECESSARILY FORM THE VIEWS OF
THE EDITOR, BAM OR THE IAM. BAM
ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
CONTENTS OR ACCURACY OF ANY
ADVERTS FEATURED IN THIS
PUBLICATION. THIS EXTENDS TO THE
CHAIN LETTERS SUBMITTED BY
READERS.

Image - FRONT COVER - BAM

Visit our
Bristol Advanced
Motorcyclists
website
www.bamo.org.uk

This is my final “Chairman’s Chatter”
as I will, as I said last year, be
stepping down at the AGM in
March. It’s been an exciting and
frustrating time in equal
measure. I had hoped to
spend most of my time
championing BAM to the
outside world, however, a great
deal of my time has been spent, one way or another, in helping
achieve the requirements set down by IAM for the re-qualifying of all
our Observers to comply with IMI standards. My personal thanks to
our Chief Observer, Tim Wrighton for the hundreds of hours he has
st
spent in reaching our requirement by the deadline of 31 December
2018 and persuading and explaining WHY we had to comply.
A bumper year all round with our highest number of associates “since
records began”, 68 in all, plus an essential crop of 15 new Trainee
Observers. A lot of work so a big thank you to all our Observers and
the Green team. Welcome to our new double trouble Chief Observers
Pat McManus & Jim Caola who will follow in Tim’s footsteps. The role
has expanded over the years with the need to increase the staffing
levels!
What will I be doing from 2018 and beyond? I have mentored most of
our Senior & National Observers towards their respective tests and
expect to continue in that role for a little while yet as the boys get
settled in. Whilst up at a recent TVAM Super Sunday I learnt that
they have expanded their “Green Team” to include all our nonObserver members.

BAM Social Media
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The purpose is to create a more meaningful experience at Super Sunday, and elsewhere, for
members by members. The present meet & Greet will continue their excellent work. The idea
that we should provide relevant interests at Super
Sunday has come up many times, but you need a Team willing to lead and provide the stuff!
Tim Wrighton and I will do our best to get this off the ground. The stuff will be things like Tyre
filling! Bike cleaning extraordinaire! Suspension knowledge, adjustment & upgrades! Perhaps
Dealer bike presentations, slow speed training, even rethink a group ride facility etc. Make
Super Sunday a Club meet as well as a training meet. BUT ideas are two a penny; we need
troops on the ground. ARE YOU A WILLING SOUL? If so, speak to myself or Tim.
We have had an excellent revamp of our website, a big thank you to Dave Harper. We have
also appointed a new Chain Link editor, Tony Batty, welcome aboard Tony. A big thank you
goes out to the previous Chain Link team of Martyn, Mel and Nick Calvert. Tony has shown us
some exciting plans for our electronic version of Chain Link on our website. The internet is the
place to be if you want to get out there to the bikers we want to draw in.
To that end I will be working with Tony on plans, that I have had for some time, to produce a
“Presentation” version of Chain-Link. To be used by members to give meaningful information
to our biker friends (this is where we get most of our new members). The idea is to show in
picture form, along with member’s endorsements, of what we do in BAM and how we do it.
It would highlight all our activities and show what a welcoming and diverse group of people,
and bikes, that we are.
In other words, blow our own trumpet. It can also go to dealers and be used for any BAM
presentations, exhibitions, Bristol Bike show and the like.
Lastly, thank you to all those that have personally supported me over these last years.
Billy
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Welcome from ChainLinkEd
Welcome all readers to the new 2018 issue of the Bristol Advanced Motorcyclists Chain Link
magazine.
I thought it only fitting that our outgoing Chair, Billy, kicks off the new 2018 version of the
Chain Link. I am grateful for all his support and this will continue as we both assemble the
Chain Link presentation information for get BAM ‘out there’.
This first issue of 2018 comes to you in electronic format. There is a good reason for this as
this year sees many changes to the Chain Link. Over the coming months these will become
obvious. Read on to see why.
Having had some involvement in the last issue to ‘find my feet’ before taking over as the
Editor I thought what would our readers want to see and read in subsequent issues. What
interests you and what sort of content do you want in your magazine.
Throughout 2018 you will start seeing features on new bikes, used bikes, classics and off road.
Our continued feature Ride Out, Write Ups, interviews with personalities in the bike world, TT
2018 with video footage and photos of the event posted on to the website and our social
media Facebook and Twitter.
Other features will include tour guides, bike routes, maintenance, ‘Safe Biker’ tips with some
video and commentary, Gear Guide and offers from our sponsor and advertisers.
I have had some messages from readers to include in the Chain Link and these will form part
of a new feature ‘Chain Letters’. This is your opportunity to send in letters, photos with a
write up, this could be a recent trip away or something you are planning, tell us all about your
bike, tell us about a new one you have just purchased etc. The space is yours to share with
the other readers.
I hope this whets the appetite for what’s to come.
Finally, thank you to Intaride who have formally accepted our request to become the Chain
Link sponsor for 2018. BAM are excited as their involvement will have a major impact on how
we conduct our observed rides in the future with comms between Observers and those being
observed.
Keep your motor running,
Tony
Chain Link Editor
BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
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The first Sunday of every month, except January, a wide variety of bikes and bikers meet up in
King’s Oak Academy, Kingswood, all with the same intent – to get the most from their biking.
There are the first timers who come along
to go out on an assessed ride. This is free
and carried out by a team of trained
volunteer observers. This is a great way to
find out if you could get more from your
riding by signing up to complete the IAM
RoadSmart Advanced Rider course. This
course will improve your biking skills and
the safety of you and other road users.
Once you have enrolled, you are known as
an Associate. Associates are allocated an
Observer to take them through their
training, additionally at Super Sundays all Associates will get the chance to meet the Examiner,
attend a class room session on bike techniques or ride with a different Observer for a cross
check of your progress. The last Super Sunday you need to attend is when you get presented
with your IAM RoadSmart Certificate!
But this is just the beginning, Bristol
Advanced Motorcyclists is a club with
an active calendar of social events,
talks, ride outs and trips away. It is
also the route for further training if
you’d like to learn how to pass on
your newly acquired skills to others.
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Who?
Whether you want an assessed ride, a refresher ride for current members, or just to meet
up with friends, then;




Arrive between 9-9.15am and register your name first, ready for a 9.30am start
Grab a bacon butty and/or a cup of tea
Get allocated an Observer for your assessed ride and off you go
Previously enrolled Associates to attend the “Meet the Examiner” or the theory
session before you set off on your observed ride.

Where?
King’s Oak Academy, Brook Road, (off Tennis Court Road), Warmley, Bristol BS15 4JT

When?
Every 1st Sunday of the month (except January)
How much?
It’s FREE on your first visit to a Super Sunday event. The IAM RoadSmart Advanced Rider
course costs £149. There are offers available for individuals under 30 - sponsored by South
Gloucestershire Road Safety
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Write in to editor@bam-members.org.uk
If it becomes a success we may start offering a prize
to the Star Chain Letter. I’m looking for trips on the
bike, bike routes, funny bike stories and PICTURES to go with the story. You know what
they say about pictures? That’s right we might start doing a colouring in BAM book

Chain Letters

Richard writes:
My lovely wife got me a stocking filler, Bob Heath Visor Vee wipe, first time I’d used
them, what a revelation this time of year! Totally transforms commuting in these
damp, drizzly conditions, slips onto a gloved finger, why has no-one told me about
these before………….

Looking for a Bike dryer? Get a pet dryer instead! Just the same but £50 rather than the bike
branded one which is £83!!
I got this to help in cleaning the bike over the winter months. Getting it dry at the end was
always a chore with me running it up and down the road a few times to dry off the brakes and
chain so they don’t go rusty when I put the bike away.
This warm air dryer really helps get the bike properly finished off in very quick time, well
worth it.

Available on Amazon
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Blly writes:
I have been extensively involved in IAM for nearly 2 decades. I have attended and been
involved in numerous National conferences and other events as well as umpteen Regional
conferences and events including Regional Observer training. I have a sound understanding
and experience in IAM matters, far greater than any other member of BAM except perhaps
Norman Dadd. Most BAM members have no experience in dealing with IAM and have no
interest in doing so. That’s something the Group Trustees and committee are there to deal
with? Fair enough. IAM is Charity registration number 249002 (England & Wales) and BAM is
Charity registration number 1118230. We are not one and the same thing. My legal and moral
duty is to BAM and its members. We, as BAM trustees, are accountable legally and financially
directly to the Charity Commissioners to uphold all the relevant Charity laws. IAM are not
some sort of overseer.
I want to correct a serious inaccuracy given out at our 2107 AGM. We are not dependant on
IAM for our Registered Charity status and our assets belong to our members, IAM have NO
rights over them. That is the law irrespective of any IAM affiliated guidelines or regulations.
There has never been a proposal by BAM, or me, to end our affiliation. However, if that ever
came about we are NOT required to wind-up, which is false. IAMRoadSmart is a name
rebranding exercise, only time will tell if it will to be success or not.
In fact BAM, and every other Group, is fully self-funding, self-created, self-staffed, selfgenerating, self-sufficient and deliverers 100% of Associate, Local Observer and National
Observer training. We are not a branch or a franchise we are simply affiliated to IAM. BAM is
made up entirely of volunteers, IAM is a business (non-profit making) charity made up of paid
staff, except for the council (committee) and its trustees. These facts seemed to have been
forgotten in recent years. We, Groups, underwrite IAM, BAM efforts contributed approx.
£17,000, nett in 2017. Every time we recruit an Associate we add to that total (68 in 2017),
only in recent years have Associates been referred as “IAM” Associates. This came about to
give IAM more clout (greater numbers) on National issues, however for 50 years or more they
were Group Associates who only became “IAM” members when they passed their test. The
number of recruits that come to us via IAM is, and always has been, negligible; we have
recorded this fact for many years.
I am aware of IAM’s demographic financial difficulties. 60, 50, 40, 30, 20 years ago when folk
passed their test they annually subscribed to IAM as a matter of course but most did not join a
Group. However, like so many other organisations, those people are “passing on”, along with
their subscriptions. A major “problem” is the fact that an IAM test pass is a “life time” award.
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The modern person does not follow that type of thinking. For most these days their approach
is: pass their test, certificate in hand, goal achieved, move on, that’s a fact of life. So, I
sympathise with IAM’s dilemma and support ways of having a more sustainable and regular
subscription, and other income streams, but not at OUR, volunteers, expense. Finding
additional income streams is what you would expect a CEO to do but we, as Group volunteers,
are NOT a business. We now find ourselves (volunteers) in a different relationship with our
involvement in National & Regional conferences and other matters reduced to spectators.
I, in whatever Group role I have held, have had to tread carefully, as I have a clear
understanding that these guys are giving up their own time (and money), as I am, and can
simply walk away! The inability of paid HQ staff to truly recognise this fact, lip service only, has
and is an issue for other National voluntary groups lead by a paid HQ staff. That is my concern,
which I am trying to convey to BAM members and IAM, nothing to do with anti-IAM nonsense
articulated by some, in their ignorance, within IAM & BAM.
What are the changes that concern me and why? They intertwine with each other so be aware
of this. A basic fact is that to be a BAM member you are required to be a paid-up member of
IAM. This is Ironic as we also do all the work which perpetuates the existence of IAM by
recruiting more IAM members, whether these members join & support Groups or not. The
percentage of IAM members in Motorcycle Groups is much higher than that in the car Groups.
Bringing BAM in line with the demands of IAM to comply with IMI Observer standards has
been enormous. With exception of the NO test all this was achieved at the expense of BAM
volunteer’s time. BAM was well ahead of the curve on these standards. All these
requirements were achieved by Dec 2017. This was in addition to the training of our 68
Associates this year and of our bumper crop of Trainee Observers. A lot of work but we
support the objective of achieving a regulated high standard across the IAM volunteer Group
network. We applaud IAM for this objective, even if we were not happy with the way it was
implemented. However, we are now in 2018 so that is water under the bridge.
My concerns involve “INTERNAL” group (us) testing of the basic IAM test. I will refer to this as
“INTERNAL” and the present testing by an IAM examiner as “EXTERNAL”. This “INTERNAL”
concept is already being trialled. It is a “course work” based approach. Basically the Associate
would have to provide evidence (BAM reports) of, say, six Observed rides, followed by an
assessment by a National Observer (NO) and followed by the signing off by an NO who is a
Local Observer Assessor (LOA). An IAM basic entry test pass certificate would then be issued.
This is the equivalent of that issued at present by, “EXTERNAL”, IAM examiners. Apparently,
the present Associate fee will not be reduced, and the Group will not receive any more of that
fee as at present (about £31). This scheme WILL increase our admin and Observer workload;
it’s nonsense to say it will not.
BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
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“FELLOWSHIP” A new IAM “product” but is it? Is there even such a thing as an IAM “product”?
This requires you to pay £49 instead of the £32 PA. Members please beware of the conditions
attached to this. MY advice to all Observers/potential Observers, for number of reasons, this is
not for you. From a Group point of view, I can see that each of these “FELLOWSHIP” members
are likely to be looking, as their test approaches every 3 years, for some refresher Observed
rides??? Something we would be morally obligated to do. I see the advantages of Continuous
training and 3 yearly assessments and of course IAM membership. After all this is basically
what RoSPA do! The first test is about 3 years away, but who will be conducting these tests at
that time, “INTERNAL” OR “EXTERNAL”? This scheme Increases revenue for IAM and
increases the workload for us volunteers.
In my view these changes, and others in the structure of IAM, will have far reaching effects on
the Group system. As I have been reminded, many, many times, by our volunteer members,
they do all this Group work for free because it is their choice. They are resentful of any IAM
controlling actions being forced on them by taking liberties with MORE of THEIR free time. The
majority have little or no experience of IAM and their personal.
These are facts, as well as my views based on years of being in and around IAM and the Group
system. I know that until it starts to impact on folk they really don’t want to know. So, before
it does, my conscience is clear. I have fulfilled my legal and moral obligations to you all.

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

12

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

13

News at BAM
What’s happening in the area
31 March – 2 April
MCE British Superbike Championship
Donington Park Circuit, Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2RP
The Championship kicks off with Round 1 at Donington.
Prices: Weekend: Adults £37, Kids under 13 free. Race day: Adults £28 (advance, Gate: £34),
Kids under 13 free. Teens and OAP concessions available.
http://www.britishsuperbike.com/

14-15 April
Prescott Bike Festival
Bugatti Owners Club, Prescott Hill, Gotherington, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 9RD
Prices: Advance tickets start at £10, Gate: Adults £15, Kids under 16 free

http://www.prescottbikefestival.co.uk/
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13-15 April
MCE British Superbike Championship
Brands Hatch Circuit, Fawkham, Longfield, Kent DA3 8NG
Round 2 of the Championship is on the Brands Hatch Indy circuit.
Advance Prices: Weekend: Adults £37, Kids 13-15 £22, Kids under 13 free. Race day (Monday):
Adults £28, Kids 13-15 £17, Kids under 13 free. Gate prices will be higher
http://www.britishsuperbike.com/

4-6 May
BMAD Bike Festival
Paignton Beach, Devon
BMAD is, probably, the biggest biker, music and beer festival in the South West of England.
Now in its 12th year and better than ever before. With plenty of bikes, bands and beers to
keep everyone happy; and with food, traders and the wonderful beach – it’s likely to be the
perfect weekend.
Prices: Adults from £4
http://www.bmad.co.uk/

5 May
International Female Ride Day SW England
Meet location AV8, Cotswold Airport, Cirencester GL7 6BA
Meet 10:00 – 11:45 a.m. Departure 12:00 sharp (after the
Safety Brief)
More details to follow.
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26 May - 08 June
Isle of Man TT
Over 45,000 Motorcycle Racing enthusiasts from around the world are set to converge on the
Isle of Man and line their favourite spots on the Island’s hedgerows to secure the best vantage
points to watch history being made before their eyes.
The 2017 meeting saw the continued dominance and fierce rivalry between two of the
event’s fastest and most successful riders in its history; Englishman Ian Hutchinson and
Northern Ireland’s Michael Dunlop., The pair shared four race wins between them which saw
Hutchinson move to fourth on the all-time race winner’s leader board with 16 wins, one place
ahead of Dunlop who has 15, a gap that the Northern Ireland rider is looking to eradicate this
year.
www.iomtt.com

John McGuiness to ride for Norton at TT 2018
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Hundreds of bikers set to join Ride Out event in aid of local charity
Great Western Air Ambulance Charity (GWAAC) has launched its annual Ride Out event –
Ride4GWAAC – which is set to take place on Sunday 15 July 2018.
The event will see hundreds of motorbike riders converge on St Mary’s Old Boys RFC, Bradley
Stoke. The ride, which follows a new route this year, will see bikers travelling around Bristol,
and finishing back at the rugby club for a fun-packed festival suitable for all the family.
As well as raising vital funds for the charity, the annual event aims to promote road safety
among the biker community and motorists on the road.
Claire Harmer, Volunteer and Events Coordinator for Great Western Air Ambulance Charity
said: “Ride4GWAAC is a great opportunity for bikers and their families from across the region
to get together, raise money for the charity, and help us to promote the importance of road
safety. Last year was a fantastic day and we had over 350 riders and their pillions take part.
This year is set to be even bigger! Our crew of Critical Care Doctors and Paramedics are called
to 5 incidents on average each day, and we need to raise £3 million each year to stay
th
operational. We’re entirely charity funded, and this year is our 10 birthday, making support
from the community even more vital than ever”.
Great Western Air Ambulance Charity (GWAAC) provide a critical care and air ambulance
service for 2.1 million people across the counties of Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset,
South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, North Somerset and parts of Wiltshire. Their specialist
doctors and paramedics are highly trained in Pre-Hospital Emergency Care, attending the
most critical incidents across the region by helicopter or by one of their two critical care cars.
When someone is seriously ill or injured time is of the essence, and so GWAAC bring the skills
and equipment of an A & E straight to the incident.
Ride4GWAAC is a great way for everyone to get involved and support the charity.

Some feedback from last year’s event:
“The best things were seeing all the other bikes, amazing route and the event after the ride
out”
“Amazing route and great atmosphere”
“Great atmosphere, good fun riding with all the other bikes, and makes me feel good about
supporting a valuable charity”
Bikers are expected back to the rugby club around midday, when there will be an afternoon of
activities for all the family including stunt riders, live music, a fly-in from the Great Western Air
BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
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Ambulance Charity helicopter, and plenty of tasty food and drink. Tickets for the Ride Out can
be purchased from the charity’s website, and entry into the festival is free for riders, their
pillions and members of the public.
For more information visit www.ride4gwaac.com
Mel is on the GWAAC committee and again will be organising this year’s ride out. Mel will be
seeking help in many ways but in particular looking for volunteers to act as Marshalls and
helping with the BAM stand at St Mary’s Old Boys RFC.
If you are available to volunteer your services please contact Mel at
melmacbike@yahoo.co.uk

BAM Marshalls 2017

Early arrivals at GWAAC 2017

BAM Stand 2017

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

18

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

19

A big BAM welcome to the following new Associates:

Steve Ashworth
Andrew Speedie

Steve Bolger
Mark Weaver

Mhairi Hislop

Andrew Jones

Maurice Meaden

The Super Sunday in November saw 2 test pass presentations, Mark Carey and Andrew Parker. Unfortunately Sue
Dobson could not make the presentation but congratulations. In December we saw Wayne Beardsley receive his
certificate from John Crawford (Observer) and Patryk Adamski receive his from our Chairman Billy Burns. Patryk’s
observer was Max Beseke.

Congratulations to all those in 2017. You should feel proud to be the Ambassadors for safer riding.
Associates under 30, have an additional bonus of being eligible for a full refund, courteous of South Gloucestershire
Council Road Safety Young Rider’s scheme.
BAM’s Super Sunday event runs on the 1st Sunday of the month, and gives an excellent platform for associates, new
members and gives potential members the chance to "try before you buy" with a free assessment.

For more info visit the BAM website www.bamo.org.uk/

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

20

FEBRUARY Presentations

ASSOCIATE – DAVID SHEEN

ASSOCIATE – VICKY ELLIS

OBSERVER – ROY DEMERY

OBSERVER – AL BUDDEN

ASSOCIATE – BEN SUMMERFIELD
OBSERVER – MARK WILLS

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

ASSOCIATE – MARK BRIDGES

ASSOCIATE – PAUL MARSHALL

ASSOCIATE – PAUL NIGHTINGALE

OBSERVER – JOHN CRAWFORD

OBSERVER – GEOFF ABRAHAM

OBSERVER – ROY DEMERY

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

ASSOCIATE – PHILL WHITEMAN

ASSOCIATE – TIM ALLEN

OBSERVER – JENNY WILLS

OBSERVER – MIKE TREMBETH

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER

PRESENTATION BY OBSERVER
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NATIONAL OBSERVER

LOCAL OBSERVER

PRESENTATION TO

PRESENTATION TO

CHRIS NOURSE

ROB PEPLER

BY TIM WRIGHTON

BY TIM WRIGHTON

CHIEF OBSERVER

CHIEF OBSERVER

A big BAM congratulations to you all!!
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BAM EVENTS DIARY
MARCH 2018
SUNDAY

4
THURSDAY

8

BAM SUPER SUNDAY – OBSERVED RIDE
See page 7 for details

AN EVENING WITH JACQUI FURNEAUX FOR INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY – Bristol Central Library, Bristol
Join local author Jacqui Furneaux this International Women's Day
More details and booking process click HERE

WEDNESDAY

14

BAM AGM
BAM member’s opportunity to hear a review of the previous year and
what is planned for the year ahead.
Held at the Coalpit Heath Village Hall. Arrive from 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY

18
SUNDAY

25

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC
BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC

APRIL 2018
SUNDAY

1
TBC
WEDNESDAY

11

SUNDAY

25

BAM SUPER SUNDAY – OBSERVED RIDE
See page 7 for details

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader, Route and date TBC
BAM CLUB NIGHT – COALPIT HEATH VILLAGE HALL
Chris Ganley Racing talk
Chris Ganley hopes to make history by being the first to race the TT with
only one arm. The military veteran and rifleman from Clevedon, who
suffered extreme and life-changing injuries after a motorcycling accident
now aims to compete in the ‘deadly’ race in 2023.
Check out Chris’ website HERE

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC
BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
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MAY 2018
SUNDAY

6
WEDNESDAY

9
SUNDAY

13
SUNDAY

20
SUNDAY

27

BAM SUPER SUNDAY – OBSERVED RIDE
See page 7 for details

BAM CLUB NIGHT – COALPIT HEATH VILLAGE HALL
Speaker TBC

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC
BAM RIDE OUT -TBC
Ride Leader and Route TBC
BAM RIDE OUT - TBC
Ride Leader and Route TBC (Monday 28 Spring Bank Holiday)

JUNE 2018
SUNDAY

3
SUNDAY

10
WEDNESDAY

13
SUNDAY

24

BAM SUPER SUNDAY – OBSERVED RIDE
See page 7 for details

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC
BAM CLUB NIGHT – COALPIT HEATH VILLAGE HALL
Speaker TBC

BAM RIDE OUT
Ride Leader and Route TBC
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2018 Race Calendar
MARCH
25
25

MotoGP
WSB

Qatar
Thailand

Losail
Buriram

APRIL
2
8
15
15
22
22

BSB
MotoGP
BSB
WSB
MotoGP
WSB

Great Britain
Argentina
Great Britain
Spain
USA
Netherlands

Donington Park
Termas de Río Hondo
Brands Hatch
Aragon
Austin, TX
Assen

MAY
6
7
13
20
27

MotoGP
BSB
WSB
MotoGP
WSB

Spain
Great Britain
Italy
France
Great Britain

3
4-8
10
10
17
24
24

MotoGP
TT
MotoGP
WSB
BSB
MotoGP
WSB

Italy

Jerez
Oulton Park
Imola
Le Mans
Donington Park

JUN

Spain
Czech Republic
Greta Britain
Netherlands
USA

Mugello
Isle of Man
Catalunya, Barcelona
Brno
Snetterton
Assen
Monterey, California
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Chief Observers report 2017-2018
Firstly a big thank you to all Local Observers, National Observers and past Group Observers for
all their support this year. It’s been an interesting year with its ups and downs, but in general
we as a group have actual achieved a lot with results showing it been our best year ever.
As we have achieved the following;
64 Associates signed up during 2017-2018, vast majority through Super Sunday
event. This number is 20% greater than last year and approx.. 25% up on 2015
figures. So is our is the best year ever for enrolment
14 Trainee Local Observers signed up in October to start the process to
become Local Observers. Largest intake for a trainee course so far.
14 Registered National Observers, which is the highest the group has ever had.
Thanks to Billy for this as he undertook all the N.O training
The group conformed to the IAM Mandate that all Group Observers should be
requalified to Local Observer Status by 2018. Unfortunately we did lose some
dedicated observers during the process.
So for all those that have assisted with the above again a big thank you, we
could not have achieved this without your individual commitment and time...
Last year I announced that I had given notice to the committee of my intention to step down
from the Chief Observers role at the end of 2017, due to various personal views and reasons. I
can confirm that I will now be stepping down at the AGM as I pass the role onto the capable
hands of Pat McManus and Jim Caola who will be taking on the role jointly. I’m sure they will
do a fantastic job, and bring new enthused motivation into the role.
I’m really proud of what the group has achieved. It’s been an honour that BAM have intrusted
me with the position of Chief Observer over the last 4 years, it’s been interesting yet
frustrating experience at times, especially with the introduction of certain changes
required/imposed by the IAM.
I now leave the post in good hands, with the reassurance of knowing that stable platforms are
now all in place for Pat and Jim to work from in order to support the potential growth of the
group in 2018. With the main focus being to accommodate the increasing number of
enrolments and associates in the process attending Super Sunday events for observed rides,
which seems to be going from strength to strength .
As a group, we also end the year better than expected with 22 qualified Local Observers. 14
qualified National Observers, and 14 Trainee Observers.
Without sounding like a broken record, I would reiterate my thanks and gratitude to all those
involved. I apologise for not really naming names, but in the event of missing someone out, I’d
rather just extend my overall thanks and please keep doing what you’ve been doing and
support Pat and Jim in their new role.
Tim Wrighton
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OBSERVERS – What’s Appening?
Going forward an Observers WhatsApp group will be set up to ensure you have the latest
information from the Chief Observers and also further communication between the BAM
Observer group.
Watch this space for more information.
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BAM CLUB CONTACTS
BAM Committee
Chair
Vice Chair
Chief Observer
(To March 2018)
Joint Chief Observer
(From March 2018)
Joint Chief Observer
(From March 2018)
Secretary
Treasurer
Group Membership
Leader Observer Team B
Leader Observer Team C
Group Rides Co-ordinator
Chain Link Editor
Green Team
Events Co-ordinator
BAM Committee Mailbox

Billy Burns
John Crawford
Tim Wrighton

chair@bam-members.org.uk
chiefobserver@bam-members.org.uk

Jim Caola
Pat McManus
Sue Nolan
Mel Rowbottom
Alan Davis
John Crawford
Mike Trembeth
Geoff Abraham
Tony Batty
Phil Baber
Vacant

secretary@bam-members.org.uk
treasurer@bam-members.org.uk
membership@bam-members.org.uk
b-teamleader@bam-members.org.uk
c-teamleader@bam-members.org.uk
rides@bam-members.org.uk
editor@bam-members.org.uk
Greenteam@bam-members.org.uk
committee@bam-members.org.uk

Special Roles
Group Development
Publicity/Advertising
Webmaster

TBA
Tony Batty
David harper

BAM CLUB NIGHTS
Coalpit Heath Village Hall
214 Badminton Road Bristol BS36 2QB
Arrive from 7.30pm

editor@bam-members.org.uk
david.harper@westernaspect.com
SUPER SUNDAYS
Kings Oak Academy
Brook Road, Kingswood Bristol BS15 4JT
Arrive between 9-9.15am

INFORMATION ABOUT THE ABOVE EVENTS WILL BE POSTED ON THE BAM FORUM, SOCIAL
MEDIA AND EMAILS WILL BE SENT TO CLUB MEMBERS – IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS ALWAYS
WELCOMED
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Radio Communications For Riding Tuition.
Those of you who have had the pleasure of DSA training in recent years will be well aware of
the use of radio communications within rider training schools. Approved riding instructors are
of course paid professionals whereas observers (our name for the member who rides with you
to observe and offer advice on your riding), within the Institute Of Advanced Motorists (IAM),
are all volunteers.
For many years IAM have had concerns regarding the use of radio by observers but have now
introduced a means of educating observers on the use of radio and offering accreditation for
their use.
Accreditation can be gained for use of radio in certain defined situations and observers may
choose to use radio for one or all of these.
1.
2.
3.

Use for giving directions only.
Use to add a verbal commentary on a demonstration ride with the associate (pupil)
following.
Use when following to provide both directions and verbal guidance as to riding
techniques/practices.

All of course need significant care and clarity and it must always be remembered that it is the
responsibility of every rider to make the final decision regarding the safety of any particular
manoeuvre.
Choice of equipment to use.
Two way radio has always been the default method of such communication although, with
current developments in the use of Bluetooth, this is not now the only option.
Two way radios operate on a restricted number of licence free channels and there is always
the possibility of interference or cross talk. In addition it is necessary to include a separate
button, which is used to make a call (PTT, or Press To Talk) and this needs to be installed
somewhere convenient on the bike. Not always easy on modern bikes!
A wide range of radios are available although as with everything you get what you pay for.
From experience I have found that the cheaper units are not really up to the job.
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Bluetooth has developed significantly in recent years and many riders will already have a
helmet mounted Bluetooth unit to communicate with their phone or GPS unit. Most of these
units will also communicate with other similar (see later) units to give bike to bike
communications. Range, at up to half a mile, is more than good enough for such training
situations and Bluetooth also has the significant advantage of not needing the PTT button
necessary on two way radios. All speech is automatically transmitted and for those who have
used them with friends on other bikes, you will know that it is just like having a normal
conversation!
As mentioned above, compatibility of different Bluetooth sets is an issue not yet completely
resolved. All Sena units can talk to each other, as can Cardo sets. I personally use a Cardo set
and have purchased additionally the cheapest Cardo unit I could find for use by my associates.
This particular unit has the added benefit of a separate socket for receiving, so my associates
simply put the unit in their pocket and connect to a standard simple earpiece which I provide.
For any observers interested in pursuing the use of radio communications we now have the
ability within BAM to offer training and accreditation. For more info please contact either me,
John Crawford, or Simon Whitelock, and we will be pleased to try and help.
BAM will be making contact with our sponsors Intaride to discuss the above in more detail.
Watch this space!!
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WRAPPING UP 2017 – BRINGING IN 2018
So we haven’t left anything out here is a section of the Chain Link capturing the events leading
up to the end of 2017 and bringing in the New Year.

Coalpit Heath Nov 2017 – Custom Ear Plugs
Several members have enquired about getting moulded earplugs and a few years ago Antone
from www.customearprotection.co.uk came along to tell us about his products, so he has
been invited back to see what technological developments have taken place and for BAM
members to place any early Christmas present orders .

After going over a bit of history and demonstrating the various examples of ear plugs available
e.g. filtered, non-filtered, Bluetooth enabled etc, those who then wanted to buy some had a
few decisions to make
1) Which type of ear plug did they want?
2) Which colour as a large array available with plain colours, mixed colours?
3) Do you have different colour for left and right ears or a matching pair...

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

32

Decisions made, we lined up in a row so Antone could work along us, squirting the moulding
gel in our ears so that we had our individual sets.

A few weeks later we all received our little packages
in time for Christmas and have been testing them out
on the road since.
Job Done!
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Coalpit Heath – Christmas Quiz
It was time again for the annual Christmas quiz to pit our brain cells against each other in
small teams dressed up in festive jumpers some of which even carried clues on them without
realising it e.g. how many points on a snowflake? 
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The teams were called Chutney Jammers, Pickled Onions, Victor, Salty Quavers, Santa’s Little
Helpers, Lagers, Dream Team and BFG
The Quiz covered a variety of topics with
previous years claimed to be too bike
biased so we had Art & Literature, Bristol,
Christmas songs, Alter Egos, plus bike
marques as we had to have at least one
round on bikes of course.
A break for the buffet and raffle before
announcing the winners and wooden
spoon
The Chutney jammers sneaked up and won
with 54 points
Santa’s Little helpers had 49 points...
although a few challenges of cheating on
iPhones were heard ha ha.
Wooden spoon went to the Victor team with 32 points
Thanks everyone for joining in the fun last year – same time this year!
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BAM Super Sunday – Dec 2017
On our last Super Sunday event of 2017, a festive breakfast team to warm up our riders and
the volunteers helping out today, not only selling the infamous breakfast rolls....mindful of the
runny egg challenge, but also the usual stickers and books and club newsletter helping
promote what we and IAM RoadSmart do.

Thank you to everyone who helps out regularly at these monthly events, if you would like to
help out this whether regularly or on occasion, then please contact Phil via greenteam@bammembers.org.uk to get added to the contact list.
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Kessi’s Kapers
Happy New Year to all my BAM buddies out there, I’m all refreshed for the
year ahead having munched through some biker breakfasts in recent
months and lots of exciting things coming along in 2018 with Super
Sundays kicked off this month, an AGM in March, guest speakers in April,
ride outs throughout the summer, trips to Devon and Spain planned later
in the year, plus of course keep an eye out for the IAM RoadSmart skills
days
Back in October I returned from another fab Spanish trip so here are a few photos for those
going in 2018

Admiring the views after over taking an electric car and a mobility scooter, only to be
overtaken by the car just coming down the hill again... I giggled !!
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I wasn’t the only furry pillion either this trip, spot the racoon hiding at the back and a rat that
both kept appearing at photo opportunities 

All roads let to a café stop for a welcome coffee or a cool drink and were always biker friendly

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

39

The roads also help enhance your skill levels with observation and cornering skills ...

A special photo for Bridget......
can you spot the dinosaur 

And a special bike just for me

The final verdict..... the smiles say it all !!!

Thanks to everyone who, organised the trip, led ride outs, found places to eat, and just made
the whole experience an enjoyable one.
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BAM CHRISTMAS PARTY
Organised by Elaine and Mike Collingwood – Thank you both!
In December, it was the BAM Christmas party at the Limpley Stoke hotel – a lovely old, quaint,
squeaky and crooked but very picturesque in the snowy weather we had been experiencing.
Food and service was excellent especially given the number or other party groups also there!

The tables were all laid out lovely and I even had a sneaky slide down the bannister but
shhhhh !
We all met up in the bar first, as you do, then the party got I full swing and I can only squeak
at the fun everyone was having with party balloons whizzing about all night and catching
people unawares as they landed on people..... Special thanks to Elaine and Mike Collingwood
for organising.

Kessi
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BAM Breakfast 2017/18

November 2017 – AV8 Café, Cotswold Airport, Cirencester
Organised by Jerry Riches – Thank You!
During the latter part of 2017 and in to 2018 we had a number of BAM Biker Breakfast trips
organised. Here are some write ups and pictures capturing those get togethers.
With the winter weather kicking in, it’s a good excuse to start the BAM biker breakfast trips to
a local café/pub where we can meet up, munch and chat, if weather is good then go for a ride,
if not then head back home afterwards having enjoyed a friendly banter. The advantage being
family and friends are also welcome to join in so they don’t feel like they are missing out 
A good turnout even though the weather was a bit damp shall we say for the return trip!
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December – The Farmers Table, Tortworth
Organised by John Terry – Thank You!
Our December rendezvous was at The Farmer table at Tortworth – thanks to John Terry for
organising
Not deterred by the falling snow, our intrepid breakfast hunters still turned out in force to
munch through another splendid array of food choices, and quite a few couldn’t get past the
farm shop on the way out without purchasing some extra goodies as well 
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January 2018 – Red Lion “Sizzling Pub” near Bath
Organised by Carenza Ellery – Thank You!
Our New Year breakfast get together saw us meet at the Red Lion on Wellsway near Bath.
A typical overcast day but the rain wasn’t going to dampen the spirits of those that turned up
to the third instalment of the BAM Biker Breakfast trips.
This flow of trips out were starting to get that good I was becoming increasingly worried that
we may end up on a roll (not literally) and end up organising a BAM Biker Breakfast every
month!!
A great location, easy to find and plenty of room in the car park. Nice cosy area at the back of
the pub and plenty of room to fit in the 20 of us looking forward to a sizzling breakfast.
What made this breakfast were the looks on people’s faces when they saw the prices of the
various selection of breakfast – cheap as chips….erm, eggs. Seriously this is one to come back
to again just to ease the strain on the purse, not on the waistline, and a nice ride out.
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February – The Tollgate, Dyrham (A46 Bath Road)
Organised by Jenny Wills – Thank You!
So the final of the Winter BAM Biker Breakfast trips. What a finale. Now don’t get me wrong
the other locations have all been great but Jenny picked a cracker for the final winter trip out.
I don’t think anyone would disagree but the first of us arrived just after 9 and the trickle of
BAM bikers and guests didn’t stop arriving until about 10! The orders had started being taken
at 9:30!
It was very cosy and we all bunched together sharing tables but still comfortable, the
conservatory bulging at the seams with the BAM fraternity. It was great. Everyone enjoying
the company and the chatter covering many topics.
So what brought all of this together? Well the stunning views. Many commented on the
many times they would drive/ride past this, what appeared to be a small looking tea room.
Our party was made up initially of 32 with another 4 joining in up to 10 a.m.
The food was excellent and the service brilliant considering the numbers. I am sure I can
speak on behalf of everyone that the BAM Biker Breakfast trips built up to this final winter
meeting.
So here are some pictures of the BAM group and guests and some of the views that just made
the morning. As this is the first electronic version of 2018 I won’t apologise for the numbers
of pictures I will provide you with.
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Once again, from everyone at BAM, a
great big thank You to all of you that
gave up your time to organise these
great BAM Biker Breakfast trips.
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The road safety team have been kindly
sponsoring our new under 30s members
during the past couple of years by refunding
the IAM RoadSmart Advanced Rider course
fee upon a successful pass of the IAM
RoadSmart test.
www.iam-bristol.org.uk/

www.iam-bristol.org.uk

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

51

BRISTOL ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

52

CAPTION THE MOMENT
Now and again the photos we take capture moments that warrant some merit. In this case
photos that are worthy of a caption.
So here goes the first of the year. Best caption wins a prize and will feature in the next Chain
Link. Sensible, humorous, captions please.

Entries to editor@bam-members.org.uk
th

Closing date is Friday 30 March 2018. Winner and caption will be announced at the April
st
Super Sunday on 1 April (of all days!!).
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Be the best that you can be
Become an Advanced rider

Visit the Bristol Advanced Motorcyclists website
www.bamo.org.uk
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